52    THE CYCLE OF SPRING

Our Dada's objection was about
this play.

Dada

Shall I tell you the reason why ?

Yes, Dada, you may tell us, but we
shan't promise to listen.

Dada
Here it is :

Time is the capital of work,
And Play is its defalcation.
Play rifles the house, and then wastes

its spoil,
Therefore the wise call it worse than

useless.

Chandra

But surely, Dada, you are talking
nonsense. Time itself is Play. Its
only object is Pas-time.

Dada
Then what is Work ?